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Venezuela’s “Battle of Outfits” Brings Resistance and Creativity to the Runway

In Caracas, Venezuela’s National Art Gallery transformed into a vibrant hub of creativity on Saturday as 90 fashion

aficionados showcased eclectic ensembles in an event dubbed the “Battle of Outfits.” The showcase blended lace,

denim, cotton, satin, and recycled materials into bold fashion statements that challenged tradition while celebrating

individuality.

This wasn’t a show of labels—it was a celebration of resistance and identity. On stage, attitude often rivaled the

garments themselves: long skirts layered over pants, plunging necklines paired with crop tops, scarves and ties draped

over dresses, and high boots clashing elegantly with delicate heels.

Alejandro Castro, 28, took home the top honor with an outfit inspired by Venezuelan author Miguel Otero Silva’s

novel Casas Muertas. His look, a symbolic nod to Venezuela’s cultural and social struggles, combined earthy and

cream tones with a daring neckline, a crop top, a flowing skirt with a train, and a belt crafted entirely from scarves.

“It’s about existing in resistance, in a country that doesn’t always agree with you,” Castro said, describing

how Venezuelan fashion intertwines with colonial history, racial diversity, and American influences.

The event wasn’t limited to clothes. Rooted in urban and street culture, it also featured live rap performances.

Designer Miguel Soriano, who organized the show, said:

“We want to promote culture and inspire more people.”

With high designer prices pushing creativity to the forefront, many participants turned to secondhand materials or low-

cost finds. The result was a refreshing statement: style lies in imagination, not big brands.

Some participants blended global inspirations with cinematic fantasy. 20-year-old Anjuliet Duran, donning a white

overcoat, declared herself the “Phantom of the Opera”. Moments later, she layered on an Asian-inspired gown,

introducing herself as “the Chinese Phantom of the Opera.”

At its core, the “Battle of Outfits” wasn’t just about fashion—it was about freedom, defiance, and cultural

storytelling, proving once again that the runway belongs to those daring enough to reinvent it.
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