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“Ugly Pants, Cool Confidence: Why Jorts Are Back in Style”
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The unexpected rise of denim’s most controversial silhouette — Jorts

Fashion has always thrived on irony, reinvention, and rebellion. In 2025, few garments embody this spirit better than
jorts—the once-mocked denim shorts that have unexpectedly claimed a spot in the fashion conversation. What was
once dismissed as a “dad trend” or a streetwear joke has become a symbol of carefree confidence, nostalgia, and
modern anti-fashion.

From Runway to Street: The Jorts Revival

Jorts—baggy, knee-grazing denim shorts often associated with '90s basketball culture or Adam Sandler’s off-duty
wardrobe—were long considered a style faux pas. Their bulky silhouette seemed out of place in a fashion world
obsessed with sleek tailoring and minimalism.

But fashion is cyclical, and irony has become a form of currency in contemporary style. Designers and influencers have
reclaimed jorts, parading them on runways and styling them with blazers, crop tops, and even couture accessories. Their
oversized proportions, once laughed at, now signal an irreverent boldness: the confidence to wear what feels “wrong”
and make it look right.

The “Ugly Pants” Hierarchy

To understand why jorts feel so right in this moment, it helps to see them as the gateway to a larger movement: the rise
of so-called “ugly pants.” Fashion enthusiasts are embracing silhouettes once considered unflattering, and rebranding
them as statements of individuality.

Here’s how the current hierarchy of unconventional bottomwear is shaping up:

e Level 1: Jorts — Comfortable (9/10), easy to style (7/10), and modestly cool (5/10). Their approachable irony
makes them the perfect entry point into the trend.

o Level 2: Low-rise skinny jeans — A throwback to the early 2000s, they remain controversial for their unforgiving
fit. Comfort: 4/10. Coolness: 6/10.

e Level 3: Capris — Once ridiculed, now revived with a Gen-Z twist. Coolness: 7/10, though styling can be tricky.
o Level 4: Barrel-leg pants — Voluminous and playful, they balance comfort (8/10) with cartoonish charm.

e Level 5: Bloomers — Victorian-inspired, yet infused with modern irony. High comfort (9/10) with solid styling
potential.



e Level 6: Pants made of pants — A surrealist trend: multiple trousers stacked into one. Coolness scores high
(8/10), though practicality is sacrificed.

e Level 7: One-legged pants — The avant-garde extreme. Impractical but striking, they sit at the top of the coolness
scale (10/10).

Jorts stand out because they sit at the intersection of wearability and irony. They’re bold enough to make a statement,
yet casual enough to fit everyday wardrobes.

Why jorts feel so right right now

This reappraisal taps into several broader cultural currents:

e The cyclical nature of fashion — What was once mocked can be reclaimed by a new generation as iconoclastic
chic.

¢ Anti-fashion as fashion — Choosing deliberately “uncool” garments can be the most rebellious move—crafting a
unigue fashion identity in the process.

o Comfort meets character — Jorts provide physical ease without sacrificing expressive potency—a rare combo in
the fashion world.

¢ Nostalgia turned avant-garde — Sandler-esque silhouettes evoke '90s nostalgia, but as made-new, they feel
fresh.

Beneath the playful rankings lies a deeper truth: intentional rejection of conventional fashion often marks true originality.
Jorts—once maligned—have become culture’s anti-hero: comfortably ironic, unapologetically nostalgic, and defiantly
cool. By choosing jorts, the wearer isn't just following a trend—they’re declaring a style philosophy
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