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Top Costume Design Schools 2025: Where Future Fashion Storytellers Are Trained

Costume design has never been more dynamic. No longer limited to sketching silhouettes or sourcing vintage outfits,

today’s designers are storytellers, researchers, and trend interpreters — shaping how characters live and breathe

onscreen. As Oscar-winning designer Ruth E. Carter puts it: “Costume design is research, it’s character development,

it’s understanding fashion trends and history — it’s a little bit of everything.”

With audiences now sharper than ever (and ready to dissect details online), costume designers must balance fashion

history, technical skill, and digital innovation. Even AI is entering the mix — while it can’t stitch a garment, it helps

visualize concepts and speed up rendering.

This year’s list of Top 10 Costume Design Schools showcases institutions that remain rooted in fundamentals while

adapting to the future of the craft. Industry experts, veteran educators, and top designers helped curate the roundup —

and unsurprisingly, the schools with deep alumni networks and studio pipelines continue to dominate.

? Highlights From the 2025 List

? California Institute of the Arts (CalArts) – Valencia, California

Just north of Los Angeles, CalArts offers costume design students the perfect mix of creative freedom and proximity to

Hollywood. The school’s legacy dates back to its Chouinard Art Institute roots, where icons like Edith Head and Bob

Mackie trained. Today, CalArts stays true to Walt and Roy Disney’s vision of cross-disciplinary learning, ensuring

costume designers learn alongside musicians, animators, and filmmakers.

? Carnegie Mellon University – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Carnegie Mellon’s costume design program is one of the most respected in the world. With conservatory-style training,

students gain hands-on experience across theater, dance, opera, film, television, video gaming, and themed

entertainment. The curriculum blends traditional techniques like draping and illustration with modern tools like

digital concept art, ensuring graduates are prepared for Broadway, Hollywood, or beyond.
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