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Anna Wintour Speaks on AOC’s Viral Met Gala Look

More than four years after Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s “Tax the Rich” gown ignited a cultural firestorm at the 2021

Met Gala, Vogue editor-in-chief Anna Wintour has finally offered her candid reaction.

In a recent interview, Wintour described the look as one of the most memorable political fashion moments in Met

Gala history, adding that it perfectly embodied the evening’s spirit of creative expression—even if it divided opinion.

“It was bold, it was unapologetic, and it sparked a conversation,” Wintour said. “That, to me, is what fashion should do.”

A Dress That Made Headlines Worldwide

At the 2021 Met Gala, Ocasio-Cortez walked the red carpet in a white Brother Vellies gown with “Tax the Rich”

emblazoned in bold red letters across the back. The dress immediately became a flashpoint, praised by some as a

powerful political statement and criticized by others who viewed it as performative.

Regardless of the debate, the look dominated headlines around the globe and remains one of the most-referenced

fashion moments of the decade.

Wintour on Political Statements in Fashion

Wintour noted that the Met Gala has always been a space where art, politics, and culture collide, and AOC’s gown was

no exception.

“Fashion doesn’t exist in a vacuum,” she explained. “It reflects the world we live in, and sometimes it challenges that

world. Alexandria’s dress was a perfect example of that tension.”

Her comments suggest that, while some critics accused the moment of being contradictory—given the elite

setting—Wintour saw it as true to the Met Gala’s mission of sparking cultural dialogue.

The Social Media Storm

When AOC’s look first appeared on the red carpet, social media erupted. Supporters praised the congresswoman for

bringing her progressive politics to a stage often reserved for glamour and excess, while detractors argued the statement



was hypocritical.

Wintour acknowledged the uproar, but framed it as a sign of the dress’s impact:

“Any look that generates that level of debate has already succeeded,” she said. “It meant people were paying attention,

and they were talking about something bigger than fashion.”

Why the Moment Still Resonates

Even in 2025, the “Tax the Rich” dress remains iconic, appearing in retrospectives on political fashion and Met Gala

history. For Wintour, its staying power is proof that fashion statements can outlast the night they debut.

“It’s not about whether everyone agrees,” she emphasized. “It’s about whether people remember it and continue to

discuss it years later. Clearly, they do.”

Anna Wintour’s Legacy of Bold Fashion Moments

Wintour has overseen countless headline-making Met Gala moments during her decades-long tenure, from Rihanna’s

extravagant couture looks to Kim Kardashian’s all-black Balenciaga ensemble. But her acknowledgment of AOC’s gown

positions it among the most important cultural statements ever made on the Met Gala carpet.

“It challenged expectations,” Wintour concluded. “And that’s what the Met Gala is all about.”

A Defining Met Gala Statement

With Wintour’s words, AOC’s controversial look now takes its place as not just a viral sensation, but a defining

intersection of politics and fashion in Met Gala history. Love it or hate it, the dress made people look, think, and

talk—something even the most dazzling gowns often fail to achieve.
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