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Paris is widely regarded as the fashion capital of the world, and a recent firsthand experience by lifestyle writer Marissa

Wu reveals why Parisians look effortlessly chic. Over a three-week stay in the City of Light, Wu observed a few

consistent fashion habits that set Parisians apart from the rest of the world. Her insights highlight that Parisian style isn’t

just about luxury brands but about thoughtful coordination, practicality, and impeccable tailoring.

1. Curated Color Palettes

Parisians are masters of creating cohesive, understated outfits. Rather than piling on bold patterns or flashy colors,

they often choose monochrome schemes or select one dominant color for the ensemble, subtly accentuated with

accessories. This technique makes an outfit look polished, intentional, and sophisticated without feeling overdone.

Tip:

Plan Your Outfit Around a Base Color: Choose one central color—like beige, navy, or black—and coordinate

other pieces around it. Add accessories in similar tones or muted contrasts. This ensures a streamlined, elegant

look reminiscent of Parisian minimalism.

2. Tote Bag + Tiny Bag Combo

Parisians strike a perfect balance between functionality and fashion. A small handbag carries essentials like a wallet,

phone, and keys, while a larger canvas tote accommodates extra items such as books, water bottles, or shopping finds.

This layered approach allows them to maintain style without compromising convenience, demonstrating that practicality

can be inherently chic.

Tip:

Master the Dual-Bag Technique: Invest in a neutral-toned tote bag for daily use and pair it with a small

structured handbag. This combo works for workdays, city outings, or casual weekends, giving both style and

practicality.

3. Good Tailoring and Dressing Up

Even casual outfits in Paris are well-fitted and thoughtfully assembled. Shirts are often tucked in, leather belts are

strategically added, and clothing silhouettes are tailored to flatter the body. This commitment to fit and detail elevates

even the simplest pieces, emphasizing that refinement is in the details.



Tip:

Prioritize Fit Over Fashion: Focus on clothing that complements your body shape. Get basics like trousers,

blazers, or shirts tailored to perfection. Small details such as a tucked-in shirt, cinched waist, or a well-fitted coat

can transform your appearance from ordinary to effortlessly elegant.
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