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Designer Vivek Karunakaran’s latest collection, ‘Ode to Identity,’ showcased at The Voice of Fashion, offers a

contemporary reimagining of South Indian heritage. By blending traditional elements with modern design, Karunakaran

creates a dialogue between the past and present. Therefore celebrating cultural identity through fashion.

Reimagining Traditional Silhouettes

Karunakaran’s collection features modern takes on traditional garments, such as the veshti, a traditional South Indian

garment. By incorporating elements like bandhgala jackets and contemporary tailoring, he transforms these classic

pieces into stylish, wearable statements. Thus the fusion of tradition and modernity highlights the versatility and timeless

appeal of South Indian attire.

Cultural Motifs and Symbolism

The collection draws inspiration from various cultural motifs, including temple carvings and jasmine flowers. These

elements are reinterpreted through embroidery, appliqué, and print techniques, infusing the garments with cultural

significance. By incorporating these symbols, Karunakaran pays homage to South India’s rich heritage while making

them relevant to contemporary fashion.

Innovative Use of Fabrics

Karunakaran employs a diverse range of fabrics, including Kanjeevaram silks, cottons, and blended materials, to create

textures that resonate with traditional aesthetics. The tactile expressions of Madras checks and the grandeur of

Kanjeevaram silks are re-contextualized into silhouettes that feel global yet unmistakably rooted in South Indian culture.
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