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Duran Lantink’s Bold Jean Paul Gaultier Debut: Provocation Meets Legacy at Paris Fashion

Week

After months of anticipation, Duran Lantink’s debut at Jean Paul Gaultier has finally hit the Paris runway — and it was

every bit as provocative, divisive, and visionary as expected. For the uninitiated, the spectacle may have left a sense

of confusion or even shock. But for those familiar with Lantink’s irreverent universe, it was a perfectly orchestrated

meeting of two rebellious minds: Lantink’s fearless experimentation and Gaultier’s iconic irreverence.

? The Successor to an Icon

The collection, aptly titled “Junior,” marks Lantink’s first ready-to-wear showcase for the legendary French maison —

the label’s return to the RTW catwalk after years of couture-only presentations. Following Gaultier’s rotating lineup of

guest designers, Lantink steps in as creative director, setting a bold new tone for the house’s future.

Known for his inflated silhouettes and subversive tailoring, the Dutch designer’s debut feels like an act of both

homage and rebellion. His runway, held under the Paris Fashion Week spotlight, became a conversation starter on body

politics, gender fluidity, and the very idea of fashion’s boundaries.

? A Dialogue Between Past and Future

From the very first look — a blazing orange ensemble reinterpreting the iconic cone-bra corset — it was clear that

Lantink wasn’t here to play it safe. The elongated, almost surreal forms paid tribute to Gaultier’s revolutionary designs

while amplifying them through Lantink’s signature lens of distortion and exaggeration.

Throughout the show, inflated shapes appeared across bikinis, bomber jackets, and shoulders, morphing into

wearable sculptures. Gaultier’s familiar nautical codes, tattoo illusions, and references to nudity were remixed into

something distinctly of-the-moment — playful, confrontational, and unapologetically queer.

? Provocation as Poetry

Not everyone in the audience was comfortable — and that was precisely the point.

Daring cut-outs exposed hips and torsos, blurring lines between masculine and feminine, provocative and poetic.



Pieces printed with images of hairy bodies and male anatomy sparked gasps and applause in equal measure,

recalling the shock value Gaultier himself once wielded.

As Lantink reminded the industry, fashion is not meant to soothe — it’s meant to stir. From deconstructed sailor hats

to sheer tattoo-motif tops, every detail screamed of a designer deeply fluent in visual irony and cultural commentary.

? Gaultier’s Spirit, Reborn

Front-row cameras caught Jean Paul Gaultier smiling broadly, clearly approving of his successor’s fearless approach.

The energy between past and present was palpable — a symbolic passing of the torch between two provocateurs who

see fashion as both theatre and statement.

Lantink’s ready-to-wear debut cements him as a worthy inheritor of Gaultier’s radical DNA — an artist unafraid to

challenge norms, celebrate imperfection, and redefine sensuality through satire and craft.

? What’s Next

With the haute couture debut expected in January, anticipation is already building. If this RTW collection was any

indication, Lantink’s next chapter for Jean Paul Gaultier promises to be even more daring — and perhaps exactly

what fashion needs right now.
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