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Pierpaolo Piccioli Brings Poetry and Precision to Balenciaga: ‘The Heartbeat’ Marks a New Era

of Chic

Madrid — Just fifteen minutes. That’s all Pierpaolo Piccioli needed to redefine Balenciaga’s identity and close the

sixth day of Paris Fashion Week with a masterstroke of elegance. In his debut as the new creative director of the

historic French house with Spanish roots, Piccioli delivered a collection that merged emotion, heritage, and innovation

— reclaiming the “chic” sophistication once synonymous with Cristóbal Balenciaga himself.

? A New Chapter for a Legendary Maison

Presented under the evocative title “The Heartbeat”, Piccioli’s Spring/Summer 2026 collection announced the start of

a fresh era for Balenciaga — one rooted not in homage, but in recalibration. The Italian designer’s arrival marks a shift

from the disruptive streetwear energy of Demna’s tenure toward something more romantic, architectural, and human.

“This collection exists because we knew how to recognise, see, and welcome each other,” said Piccioli. “Every heartbeat

carries a name, a gesture, a memory. This collection is born from that place of love and connection.”

Through this philosophy, Piccioli draws upon Balenciaga’s founding methodology — the artistry of the cut and the

sanctity of fabric — while filtering it through his own poetic sensibility.

? The Return of ‘Chic’

With “The Heartbeat,” Balenciaga becomes chic again. The collection resurrects the timeless silhouettes and quiet

power of Cristóbal Balenciaga’s couture, from the trapeze and balloon dresses to the ‘peacock tail’ gowns, all

reimagined with modern ease and architectural precision.

Jet black, long the house’s signature, anchors the palette — joined by soft pastels, forest greens, carmine reds, and

off-white bridal tones that nod to Balenciaga’s royal commissions. A standout piece — an off-white ensemble with a

voluminous hemline — paid graceful tribute to the wedding gown once designed for Queen Fabiola of Belgium,

transformed into something wholly contemporary.



The designer’s reinterpretation of Balenciaga’s codes was sublime yet restrained: chemise-inspired sack dresses,

leather shell jackets, and minimalist baby-doll forms — each a study in proportion and volume. Evening gowns and

accessories, including wasp-eye sunglasses and pillbox hats, evoked the cinematic elegance of Audrey Hepburn in

the 1960s, grounding the collection in nostalgia without losing modernity.

? The Neo Gazar Revolution

At the heart of Piccioli’s debut lies a technical and emotional breakthrough: the introduction of Balenciaga’s new

“Neo Gazar” fabric. Inspired by the original textile invented by Cristóbal Balenciaga himself, this reengineered version

combines silk and wool to deliver structure without rigidity — embodying both grace and adaptability.

This innovation reflects Piccioli’s commitment to craft as ideology. The sculptural silhouettes emerged not from

internal corsetry but from the fabric’s natural intelligence — air, volume, and emotion became part of the construction.

As the house stated, “Transformation arises from cut and proportion.”

? A Dialogue Between Past and Future

Piccioli’s Balenciaga is a conversation — not just with the maison’s founder, but with modern fashion itself. “Fragments

of the past are reinterpreted with an eye to the future,” the house noted. “More as evocation than tribute, the shadows of

architectural forms are projected onto the present.”

From knitwear redefined as sculptural fabric to flower embroideries integrated into the weave, each garment

carried the breath of couture and the heartbeat of modern life.

Pierpaolo Piccioli has not only succeeded in making Balenciaga “chic” again — he has made it alive again. The Roman

designer’s debut feels like an act of reverence, rebellion, and renewal all at once.
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