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The Evolution of Vintage Textiles: From Traditional Weaves to Modern, Loose-Fit Silhouettes

At the hands of Australian designer Katherine Neumann, founder of House of Wandering Silk, vintage Indian textiles
are finding a new rhythm—reborn as flowing, relaxed silhouettes that merge the old and the contemporary. Her label
redefines how we see saris, not as heirlooms folded away in cupboards, but as living, wearable art pieces that transcend
time.

For many, the sari holds memory and meaning—its pleats carry stories, and its pallu shelters legacy. Now, these same
saris are being reimagined for modern life, their beauty renewed through craftsmanship, care, and conscious design.

The Art and Challenge of Working with Vintage Textiles

“The style of a House of Wandering Silk garment tends to be loose-fit, oversized, and voluminous,” Katherine explains.
“It respects the original intent of handcrafted Indian textiles—made for saris, not for tight tailoring. Fortunately, this aligns
with the global shift toward relaxed, loungewear-inspired fashion.”

Her label has become synonymous with kantha scarves, vibrant sari neckpieces, and zero-waste design, but behind
that beauty lies intricate labour. “Working with vintage and upcycled materials is extremely hands-on,” she shares.
“Every sari comes with its own imperfections—stains, tears, wear. Each piece has to be carefully inspected and
reworked. It's not scalable, but that's what makes it authentic.”

The process begins in Delhi, where Katherine sources vintage saris through Gujarati traders who connect her to a vast
network of scrap collectors across India. The garments are sorted and graded: the best ones are sent to West Bengal
cooperatives to be reborn as kantha-stitched scarves, while fragments and half-saris become intricate textile jewellery.

Heritage Weaves That Tell Stories

What draws her to these materials is not just their beauty—but their narrative. “Heritage textiles tell stories of people,
places, and time. Working with them lets us evolve something old into something new, without losing its essence,” she
says.

From the salt deserts of Kutch, where her team collaborates with Rabari embroiderers, to the jungles of Odisha,
where local artisans handcraft brass buttons, Katherine’s approach is deeply immersive. “I spend time in each workshop



to understand their methods, limitations, and rhythm,” she explains. “Only after we perfect the fabric do we bring it back
to the studio to experiment with silhouettes.”

A Philosophy of Preservation and Innovation

Neumann describes her process as “textile-led and artisan-centred.” Her silhouettes are deliberately timeless—fluid
kimonos, kaftans, and jackets that celebrate movement and drape rather than structure. The brand uses natural dyes,
local fibres like kala cotton and desi wool, and pre-industrial techniques that honour India’s slow-fashion ethos.

“Heritage textiles were never static—they always evolved with time,” she reflects. “Our job is to consciously guide that
evolution forward. We co-create with artisans, pushing boundaries without erasing identity.”

The Antidote to Fast Fashion

In a world drowning in disposable fashion, House of Wandering Silk offers a quiet rebellion. “Mass consumerism has
made clothes feel meaningless,” Katherine says. “But when you wear something handmade, with history woven into its
threads, you form a connection—with culture, with people, with the planet.”

And if she has to choose a favourite textile? Katherine smiles, “Like children, you’re not supposed to pick favourites—but
for me, it's Matka silk. Its handfeel and drape are simply unbeatable.”

In House of Wandering Silk, the past is not left behind—it's lovingly carried forward, stitched into garments that honour
tradition while speaking fluently to the modern world.
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