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The Enigmatic Raulane Festival: Mysticism, Masks and a Faux
Bridegroom Ritual
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The Raulane Festival is a centuries-old (some say 5,000-year-old) ritual celebrated in the Kinnaur district of Himachal
Pradesh. Locals believe in mystical guardian fairies called the Sauni, who protect the community through the harsh
winter. Raulane marks their symbolic farewell as spring arrives.

The Symbolic Couple: Raula & Raulane

At the heart of the festival are two men who take on ritual roles: one becomes the Raula (groom), the other the Raulane
(bride). This isn’t a real marriage — rather, it's a symbolic union.

Hence they wear elaborate traditional Kinnauri attire made from heavy wool. Every inch of their skin is concealed: they
mask their faces and wear gloves, making them unrecognizable as individuals. Thus Raulane “bride” is adorned with
ornate jewelry, bangles, and headgear crafted from local materials. Meanwhile, the Raula covers his face with red cloth
— an intentional choice over more decorative aesthetics.

The Spiritual Procession

Once transformed, the Raula and Raulane lead a slow ceremonial procession through the village, accompanied by
chanting, drums, and ritual songs. Their path culminates at the Nagin Narayan Temple, a sacred space in Kinnaur.

Inside the temple courtyard, they perform a deliberate, trance-like dance. According to villagers, this dance isn’t just
performance — it's a spiritual bridge, a means for the human world to communicate with the Sauni fairies.

Why Masks and Concealment?

The total concealment of identity — masks, gloves, and full-body clothing — is deeply symbolic. According to local belief,
anonymity transforms the Raula and Raulane into vessels for spiritual forces, rather than ordinary villagers. Their
hidden faces help maintain a sacred distance between the human and mystical realms.

Additionally, a group of masked men called Zannpundulu accompany the procession; their role is to ward off ill-
intentioned spirits.

The Meaning Behind the Ritual

This festival is not mere spectacle. Instead, it's a symbolic farewell — a communal way for villagers to express
gratitude to the Sauni for their protection through the winter. As the fairies believe to return to their high mountain
meadows with the arrival of spring, Raulane marks this seasonal transition.



Overall union of Raula and Raulane is also deeply philosophical. As India Today explains, their “marriage” represents a
balance between human and divine, masculine and feminine, tangible and ethereal.
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