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Bollywood icon Madhuri Dixit recently turned heads with a graceful tribute to India’s handloom heritage, donning a

mustard-and-black Sonepuri silk saree in a new social media post. The traditional drape — with its rich textures and

heritage motifs — reaffirmed her timeless style while drawing attention to the craftsmanship behind Indian silk sarees.

A Saree Steeped in Tradition

The saree featured a sophisticated dual-tone design: the lower half in deep black with a subtle sheen, contrasting with a

golden-mustard upper section accented by diagonal stripes. The pallu, in striking red, was decorated with bold woven

motifs, geometric borders and classic bandha (ikat) design — a display of the region’s weaving artistry.

The fabric showcased intricate details such as soft ikat bandha patterns, subtle kangala motifs and fine woven butis on

the pleats — details that highlight the craftsmanship of the weavers from the Bhulia community in Odisha, traditionally

responsible for creating Sonepuri and related handloom saree.

Styling: Classic, Chic, and Respectful of Heritage

Madhuri complemented the saree with a sleeveless black blouse featuring a scoop neckline — a minimalistic choice that

allowed the saree’s craftsmanship to take centre stage. Her look was completed with regal gold jewellery, including a

statement choker necklace, matching earrings, bangles and rings. A small bindi, soft-glam makeup with kohled eyes,

matte rose-nude lips, and her hair styled in a bun adorning jasmine flowers added a timeless traditional touch.

Why It Matters: A Nod to Indian Handloom Heritage

The Sonepuri silk saree — often associated with the handloom tradition of Western Odisha, especially areas like

Sonepur, Bargarh and Balangir — is celebrated for its lustrous texture and intricate Bandhakala (ikat) weaving

technique. Such sarees are handcrafted by skilled artisans, sometimes taking weeks or months to complete a single

piece.

By showcasing this traditional textile on a high-visibility platform, Madhuri Dixit’s look reinforces the importance of

preserving India’s textile heritage, and brings attention to artisans who keep these centuries-old crafts alive.
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