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Queen Maxima Honor s I ndian-Surinamese Heritage in Emerald
Saree
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Queen Maxima of the Netherlands turned heads during her official state visit to Suriname by wearing an exquisite
emerald green saree-inspired ensemble — a deliberate and heartfelt tribute to the Indian-Surinamese community. Her
sartorial choice at a major cultural event in Paramaribo not only showcased elegance but also underscored respect for
the nation’s multicultural heritage.

A Symbolic Look at Paramaribo Concert

At a concert held at Paramaribo’s Thalia Theatre — attended by President Jennifer Geerlings-Simons and other
dignitaries — Queen Maxima draped herself in a striking emerald green saree, celebrating the rich traditions of the
Indian diaspora in Suriname. Nearly a quarter of the South American country’s population identifies with Hindu traditions,
many tracing their ancestry to indentured laborers from British India in the late 19th century.

Her choice of attire went beyond fashion, becoming a visual symbol of respect and cultural unity during this significant
moment in Dutch-Surinamese relations.

Regal Accessories Elevate the Tribute

Complementing her saree, Queen Maxima selected historic emerald and diamond jewels from the Dutch royal collection
— pieces originally gifted to Queen Wilhelmina in the late 19th century — including pear-shaped emerald earrings and a
matching necklace. The regal jewellery enhanced both the visual impact and cultural resonance of her look.

Fashion Meets Cultural Sensitivity

Known for leveraging fashion as a bridge across cultures, Queen Maxima'’s choice in Suriname continues her tradition of
thoughtful engagement. Her wardrobe on state visits often reflects local aesthetics, reinforcing diplomatic goodwill and
fostering cultural appreciation.

This moment in Paramaribo blended royal style with meaningful recognition of Suriname’s Indian community, illustrating
how fashion can play a role in honoring heritage and strengthening international ties.
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