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After an eventful and widely watched visit across India, football legend Lionel Messi concluded his G.O.A.T. India Tour

2025 with a memorable finale in New Delhi, leaving fans with unforgettable moments and a heartfelt promise — he will

be back.

The four-city tour, which visited Kolkata, Hyderabad, Mumbai, and Delhi, brought one of the world’s greatest athletes

closer to millions of Indian fans. Thousands gathered at Arun Jaitley Stadium to witness Messi’s final appearance,

cheering as he greeted the crowd, waved, and engaged in playful moments with fans.

Messi addressed the audience, expressing deep gratitude for the overwhelming affection he received throughout the

tour. Speaking in Spanish, he thanked supporters for their warmth and said that although the visit was short and intense,

it was a “truly beautiful experience.” Most importantly, he assured fans that he would “definitely return” to India in the

future — potentially to play a match or for another special occasion. This announcement was met with loud applause

and emotional reactions from the stadium crowd.

The India tour was a mix of high-energy fan engagement and logistical challenges. The Kolkata leg encountered

serious security issues and organisational lapses that led to crowd disruptions and an abrupt ending to the planned

event there. Despite this, subsequent stops in Hyderabad and Mumbai ran smoothly and were marked by festive

atmospheres and positive interactions between Messi, his Inter Miami teammates, and local football communities.

Messi’s visit also highlighted India’s immense passion for sport. In Mumbai, fans and officials celebrated with local

sporting icons, and the football great was presented with mementos including an Indian cricket jersey — symbolising a

cross-sport celebration of athletic excellence.

As Messi departs India, his promise to return continues to resonate with fans, many of whom hope that his future visit

could include a full match or extended interaction — signaling growing enthusiasm for football in a nation traditionally

dominated by cricket.
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