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Record Rush: Gold Crosses $4,500

Gold prices surged past $4,500 per ounce on Wednesday — a historic milestone that highlights extraordinary gains in
global precious metals markets. Spot gold climbed above this threshold for the first time, and futures for February
delivery also reached record levels as investors sought refuge from economic and geopolitical uncertainty.

Analysts point to expectations of U.S. interest rate cuts in 2026, robust central bank buying, and safe-haven demand as
major drivers behind the rally. Many traders are now eyeing even higher levels, with forecasts suggesting gold could
target $5,000 per ounce in the coming months.

Silver and Platinum Also Surge

The rally isn't limited to gold. Silver hit all-time highs, surging past $75 per ounce on Friday — a level not seen in
history — as investor demand and industrial interest both strengthen. Silver's rapid ascent reflects its dual role as a store
of value and a critical material in electronics and renewable technologies.

Platinum also hit record prices, with spot levels rising sharply amid tight supplies and rising industrial usage, particularly
in catalytic converters for automotive emission controls. Palladium — another key precious metal — climbed to its
highest levels in years, further underscoring the breadth of the metals boom.

Market Drivers: Safe Havens and Rate Expectations

Several factors are converging to fuel this metals market frenzy:

e Safe-haven demand as investors seek protection from geopolitical tensions and persistent economic uncertainty.

o Expectations of U.S. Federal Reserve rate cuts in 2026, which reduce the opportunity cost of holding non-
yielding assets like metals.

e Central bank purchases adding to physical gold demand, especially among nations looking to diversify reserves.

e Speculative trading and thin year-end liquidity, which can exaggerate price movements as markets close out
the year.

Gold has already posted its largest annual gain since 1979, up more than 70% this year, while silver’s increase has
outpaced gold with gains of more than 150%. Platinum and palladium have also witnessed exceptionally strong rallies.
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