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Sundari Silksand Designer Naushad Ali Bring a Modern Tamil
Touch to Traditional Saris
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In a creative move that bridges heritage textiles with contemporary design, renowned fashion designer Naushad Ali
has collaborated with Sundari Silks, one of Chennai’s iconic saree houses, to launch a fresh range of contemporary
saris inspired by Tamil aesthetic sensibilities. This collaboration aims to reinterpret classic South Indian silk
traditions for modern wardrobes, appealing to both traditional enthusiasts and style-conscious consumers.

About the Partners

Naushad Ali is celebrated for his thoughtful approach to Indian ethnic wear, marrying minimalist design with cultural
narratives. His label embraces craftsmanship and reinvents traditional textiles to resonate with today’s fashion
landscape.

Sundari Silks, based in T. Nagar, Chennai, is a storied retail destination known for its vast collection of silk
saris—including Kanjivaram silks, traditional bridal drapes, and festive weaves—drawing generations of buyers for
weddings and special occasions.

Design Philosophy: Tamil Roots, Contemporary Flair

The new collection blends Sundari’s rich silk heritage with Naushad Ali's modern sensibilities. Drawing on Tamil cultural
motifs, architectural influences, and regional craftsmanship, the collaboration presents saris that maintain reverence for
traditional weaving while incorporating updated silhouettes, colour palettes, and styling cues.

Elements like subtle textural play and refined detailing give these saris a contemporary edge—making them suitable
not only for festivities but also for everyday wear, formal events, and modern wardrobes. The collection seeks to
honor the timeless appeal of Indian drape tradition while framing it within a 21st-century fashion context.

Reaching New Audiences

By aligning Sundari Silks’ deep roots in textile culture with Naushad Ali’s fashion-forward narratives, the partnership
reflects an industry trend toward revitalising heritage textiles for younger, globally connected customers. Such
collaborations help sustain local weaving communities while introducing traditional crafts to new markets.

The collection underscores how regional identity—expressed through fabric, motifs, and drape—can be preserved yet
dynamically reinterpreted on the contemporary fashion stage.

Cultural Resonance and Market Impact



The initiative highlights how traditional Indian garments like the sari continue to evolve. Designers and brands today
balance craft preservation with wearable innovation, inviting broader appreciation across generations. The Sundari
Silks x Naushad Ali saris serve not just as attire but as cultural expressions rooted in Tamil textile legacy, now poised
for wider recognition.

This collaboration marks a meaningful step in evolving ethnic fashion—honouring craft authenticity while embracing
modern stylistic sensibilities.
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