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Fashion and animal welfare intersect as the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) releases detailed

guidance on how consumers can distinguish real animal fur from high?quality faux alternatives — a skill increasingly

relevant as more designers and fashion weeks go fur?free.

With major fashion events, including New York Fashion Week, phasing out animal fur from runways in 2026 and beyond,

the need to confidently identify real fur has never been more pressing.

Why It’s Harder to Tell Fur Apart

Today’s synthetic and bio?based furs — free from animal derivatives and often plastic?free — can closely resemble

genuine animal pelts, making identification tricky for the untrained eye. PETA warns that even well?known retailers have

been found mislabeling real fur as faux, emphasizing the importance of careful inspection.

Key Tips from PETA

1. Examine the Hair Tips and Texture

Animal hairs typically taper to a fine point unless cut, while synthetic fibers usually have blunt ends due to machine

cutting. Faux fur also tends to be more uniform in length compared to real fur.

2. Check the Base Material

Real fur remains attached to animal skin (leather), whereas faux fur is mounted on woven fabric. Gentle parting of the fur

can reveal this distinction.

3. Burn Test (for Garments You Own)

When a few strands are carefully burned, real animal hair smells like burnt human hair. Synthetic materials like acrylic or

polyester melt and emit a plastic smell. PETA cautions users to perform this test safely and avoid inhaling fumes.

4. Pin and Microscope Tests

A pin pushed through animal skin meets greater resistance than through a fabric backing, making it a useful practical

check. Under a microscope, real fur shows cellular structure that synthetic fibers do not.

Industry Response and Alternatives

PETA highlights that real fur, like leather or feathers, exacts an “unforgivable cost” in animal lives, and urges consumers

not to assume inexpensive fur is faux. They note that as sustainability concerns grow, designers are increasingly

adopting innovative materials — including 100?% bio?based and plant?derived fur alternatives chosen by brands such

as Ganni and Stella McCartney
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