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Valentino Garavani, the iconic Italian fashion designer whose name became synonymous with elegance and luxury,

passed away on January 19, 2026, at the age of 93. He died at his home in Rome, surrounded by loved ones, the

Valentino foundation announced.

From Voghera to Fashion Royalty

Born on May 11, 1932, in Voghera, Italy, Valentino developed an early passion for style and beauty. After honing his

craft in Paris, he returned to Italy and established his own fashion house on Via Condotti in Rome in 1960. His unique

vision quickly attracted international attention, turning his label into a global haute couture powerhouse.

A Legacy of Elegance and Red

Valentino was famed for his luxurious creations, often featuring intricate details like bows, lace, and embroidery. His

signature hue, known worldwide as “Valentino Red,” became a hallmark of his work and defined much of his legacy in

fashion. Over decades, his gowns adorned royalty, Hollywood stars, and society’s elite, cementing his status as one of

the most influential designers of the 20th century.

Iconic Moments and Celebrity Clientele

Valentino’s designs graced red carpets and grand occasions across the world. He dressed legendary figures including

Elizabeth Taylor, Audrey Hepburn, and Princess Diana, and his creations remained staples on global catwalks and

award ceremonies.

Tributes and Public Mourning

News of his death sparked an outpouring of tributes from the fashion community and admirers worldwide, highlighting

his profound influence on the style industry and cultural landscape. Valentino was widely celebrated not only for his

creativity but also for shaping the way elegance is defined in modern fashion.

Funeral Arrangements and Final Honors

Valentino will lie in repose at the PM23 cultural space in Piazza Mignanelli, Rome, on January 21 and 22. His

funeral service is scheduled to take place on January 23, 2026, at the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli e dei

Martiri, where friends, family, and admirers will pay their final respects.

Valentino Garavani’s legacy of craftsmanship, beauty, and timeless style will continue to inspire designers and fashion

lovers around the world
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