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Vintage?inspired accessories are making a bold comeback this year — and among them, bangle watches have

reemerged as one of the trendiest wristwear statements in fashion. Once relegated to collector circles, these jewellery?

like timepieces are now gaining renewed attention thanks in part to the resurgence of a cult classic from Gucci that’s

capturing the imagination of style lovers and watch enthusiasts alike.

Gucci’s Revival of the Play Watch

At the forefront of this revival is the Gucci Play watch, a modern reinterpretation of the label’s 1980s 11/12 bangle

model. Rebranded and relaunched with fresh updates — including interchangeable ceramic bezels in multiple colours

and a slightly larger, more substantial bangle design — the Play watch has quickly become a standout symbol of the

vintage resurgence.

The original 11/12 became popular decades ago for its playful mix?and?match bezels and sleek bracelet silhouette. Its

return taps into a broader nostalgia wave where Y2K and retro accessories are being rediscovered by a younger

generation of fashion consumers — especially on social platforms where vintage pieces often go viral.

Why the Trend Is Taking Off

The renewed interest in bangle watches reflects a larger shift in how watches are perceived: not just as practical

timekeepers, but as jewellery and style statements. Hybrid pieces that straddle the line between bracelet and watch

have been spotted increasingly in fashion editorials and on trend?setters’ wrists, as accessories become bolder and

more expressive in 2026.

This mirrors a wider awakening in watch trends where designers are blending heritage elements with modern design —

from cocktail and vintage silhouettes to statement jewellery timepieces. Brands are responding with pieces that feel

personal, collectible, and versatile, making them appealing as both fashion accessories and potential heirlooms.

Styling the Bangle Watch Trend

Bangle watches work beautifully with both classic and contemporary outfits. Their jewellery?like quality means they can

be worn alone for a minimal statement or stacked with bracelets for a curated wrist game — echoing the current

popularity of layered accessories. Lighter pieces bring a subtle touch of retro charm, while more sculptural designs offer

an eye?catching focal point.

Fashion insiders highlight that the trend isn’t limited to luxury houses — it’s part of a broader revival of analogue and

vintage elements in fashion, where pieces with character and history are prized for their ability to elevate looks with



personality.
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