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What’s Next in Shoes: Women’s FW 26 Footwear Trend
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s global fashion houses begin rolling out their Fall/Winter 2026 ready-to-wear collections, footwear trends for women
are taking shape with a clear mix of classic silhouettes, nostalgic cues and practical style updates. According to
FashionUnited, designers and trend forecasters are pointing to a range of must-have shoes that reflect evolving
consumer tastes — from relaxed everyday styles to bold statement pieces.

One recurring theme is a renewed appreciation for classic elegance and versatility. Mary-Jane shoes — known for
their signature strap across the instep — remain prominent, but designers are reimagining them with contemporary
tweaks like slingback cuts and sculpted platform soles that lend extra presence.

Boots continue to dominate the seasonal landscape. Pointed booties with sleek silhouettes and minimal detailing
promise to be a go-to option for colder weather, pairing effortlessly with tailored coats and dresses. In addition, tall,
below-the-knee boots are gaining traction as timeless pieces that add polish to a variety of outfits, whether casual or
dressed-up.

Comfort-oriented designs also feature strongly. Loafers and Oxfords with soft leathers or suede uppers are forecast to
remain relevant, reflecting both menswear influences and a preference for practical wardrobe staples. These “new
casuals” often come with rounded toes and subtle embellishments — such as chain hardware or tassels — that elevate
their everyday appeal.

The trend toward accessible, wearable fashion finds further expression in kitten heels, which are poised to replace
higher stilettos for occasion dressing. These modest heels support prolonged wear without compromising sophistication,
making them ideal for both office and event looks.

For those seeking an edgier aesthetic, biker boots are set to make a statement. Classic black leather styles are
expected to be in demand, though designers are experimenting with variations in toe shapes and heel details to keep the
look fresh.

Finally, a nod to casual nostalgia comes in the form of plimsolls — low-profile canvas sneakers with flat rubber soles
that offer a relaxed, versatile complement to everything from jeans to skirts. Often associated with vintage vibes, these
shoes blend comfort with timeless style, making them ideal for weekend wear and leisure ouffits.

Overall, the FW26 women'’s footwear trends reveal a balance between classic forms and modern reinterpretation,
with an emphasis on choices that are stylish, wearable and deeply integrated with broader lifestyle shifts — from
investment dressing to relaxed everyday aesthetics.
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