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A centuries-old craft from Assam is capturing attention as one of India’s most undervalued heritage art forms. Known

locally as Miri embroidery — also referred to as Miri-Jim or Gadu — this unique textile art originates from the Mising

community of Assam and remains relatively unknown beyond artisanal circles.

Unlike conventional surface embroidery, this technique is distinguished by its textured weave-like quality, producing

fluffy, layered patterns on fabrics such as shawls and blankets. Skilled weavers create rich, tactile surfaces on the loom,

reflecting their deep knowledge of handloom and textile artistry.

Eri Silk: A Thread of Cultural Continuity

Central to this craft is the use of Eri silk, a fabric celebrated for its ethically sourced fibers and soft, durable texture.

Called Ahimsa silk because silkworms are not harmed during its harvesting, Eri has roots in Assam’s textile history that

stretch back thousands of years.

The natural sheen and resilience of Eri silk make it particularly suited to the dense, looped embroidery that defines Miri

textiles. Its use not only enriches the visual appeal of finished pieces but also underscores a long-standing cultural

relationship between textile production and local ecological resources.

Cultural Symbolism and Everyday Life

Beyond its aesthetic appeal, Miri embroidery occupies a significant place in Assam’s cultural fabric. Weavers —

predominantly women known locally as sipinis — are the primary bearers of this knowledge, passing down techniques

through generations. Their work supports not only artistic expression but also local livelihoods in riverine communities

across the state.

Closely linked to this tradition is the beloved Gamosa — a handwoven white cotton textile with red borders and motifs,

symbolic of Assamese identity, respect, and hospitality. Although visually distinct from Miri embroidery, both crafts reflect

the region’s rich tapestry of weaving traditions and the central role textiles play in cultural life.

Towards Recognition and Revival

Despite its cultural depth and artistic complexity, Miri embroidery remains largely uncelebrated on the national stage.

Advocates for indigenous arts say that increased visibility and support — including access to broader markets and

heritage platforms — could help safeguard the craft for future generations.

With a growing interest in traditional and sustainable fashion, Assam’s Miri textiles may soon receive the recognition they

deserve, drawing appreciation both within India and internationally for their craftsmanship and cultural resonance.
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