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Romantic Craft and Couture: Manish Malhotra’'s Dubai Finale
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Dubai Fashion Week concluded with a breathtaking finale as acclaimed Indian designer Manish Malhotra brought his
latest haute couture collection to the front row of the international fashion calendar. On February 6, 2026, the showcase
at Dubai Design District brought together richly detailed designs that married Indian craft traditions with contemporary
glamour, setting the tone for a memorable end to the six?day event.

Inaya: A Couture Love Letter to India

Titled “Inaya: The India Story,” Malhotra’s collection served as a romantic tribute to Indian heritage, drawing on
artisanal technigues such as Chikankari embroidery from Mijwan and intricate threadwork from Kashmir. The lineup
featured garments ranging from flowing silk ensembles with delicate embroidery to dramatically beaded bridalwear and
tailored menswear enriched with detailed craftsmanship.

Designs included embroidered abayas, velvet skirts detailed with beaded bodices, and sleek lehengas that shimmered
under runway lights — a blend of traditional motifs and couture sensibilities intended for the global stage.

Bollywood Meets Couture: Kriti Sanon Shines

One of the night’s most talked?about moments came when Bollywood star Kriti Sanon walked the final runway as the
showstopper. Dressed in an elegant all?white outfit adorned with pearls and refined detailing, Sanon’s walk
underscored the collection’s theme of timeless romance blended with modern luxury.

Malhotra’s choice of Sanon — who seamlessly bridged traditional design with a contemporary aesthetic — exemplified
his vision for the collection: fashion without rigid rules, where heritage and individuality coexist.

Craftsmanship at the Heart of Design

In conversations following the show, Malhotra described this finale as more than just a fashion presentation — calling it a
celebration of artisans and the cultural threads that bind his work. The silhouettes showcased a deeply textured
surface play, with rich embroideries, crystal work, and beaded accents that gave each piece an expressive visual depth.

A Fitting Close to DFW

As the closing chapter of Dubai Fashion Week 2026, Malhotra’s collection reinforced Dubai’s growing status as a global
fashion hub where designers from diverse cultural backgrounds are spotlighted. His show not only elevated Indian
craftsmanship on the world stage but also demonstrated how deeply rooted tradition can flourish within contemporary
couture.
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