INDIA FASHION ICON MAGAZINE

Brooches Go Beyond Jewellery: The New Beauty Trend of 2026
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Brooches — once tucked away in old jewellery boxes and reserved for formal attire — are now stepping into the beauty
spotlight in unexpected ways, emerging as one of 2026’s most imaginative trends. What used to be a traditional lapel pin
is being reinvented as a beauty embellishment that blurs the boundaries between jewellery and makeup.

Traditionally associated with jackets, dresses and ceremonial wear, brooches are enjoying a creative renaissance.
Instead of being pinned only to clothing, fashion-forward stylists and beauty enthusiasts are experimenting with brooches
as part of makeup looks — sticking them directly onto the face with cosmetic adhesive to form jewelled patterns across
temples, cheekbones and foreheads. These intricate arrangements create a sculptural, baroque effect that feels more
like wearable art than conventional ornamentation.

Another striking evolution of the trend is brooch nail art, where tiny ornamental pins or brooch-inspired pieces are
added to manicure designs. These elaborate accents — often clustered on accent nails — turn fingertips into miniature
jewellery displays, transforming nails into standalone statements of artistic craftsmanship.

Fashion’s rekindled love affair with brooches reflects a broader shift toward maximalism and expressive accessorizing.
Accessories once considered dated are being reimagined for contemporary style, and brooches — with their visual
richness and heritage appeal — fit perfectly into this revival. While bold placements on the face or nails may feel editorial
or avant-garde, designers and beauty editors suggest scaled-down variations (such as a brooch on a hairband or
pinning one into a saree pallu) as wearable everyday options.

This trend also taps into cultural traditions of facial adornment. In Indian and South Asian beauty practices, jewellery
worn on the face and hair — from bindis to nose rings — has a long history, making brooch-as-beauty-piece a modern
reinterpretation rather than a completely foreign idea.

Whether seen on runway editorials or creative social-media beauty looks, brooches are proving that accessories can
evolve beyond clothing and become part of the makeup and beauty ritual itself — bold, expressive and unmistakably
eye-catching.
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