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Modern Northeast Brides Are Reimagining White Wedding
Dresseswith Traditional Textiles
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AIZAWL | July 2025 — In the lush hills and vibrant cultures of Northeast India, brides are rewriting the rules of white
bridalwear. From Mizoram to Nagaland, contemporary wedding fashion is undergoing a cultural revival, blending modern
silhouettes with traditional handwoven textiles. These groundbreaking styles are not just aesthetic statements—they are
personal tributes to identity, heritage, and home.

? The Rise of Culturally Infused Bridalwear

When Mizo designer Elizabeth Hrangchal tied the knot earlier this year, she wore a self-designed two-piece ensemble
that fused Western wedding aesthetics with the traditional puanchei, a Mizo woven wraparound. “Fashion is art,” says
Hrangchal, “and | wanted something different from a regular white dress.” Her gown—part train, part textile—has since
inspired other brides to request similar hybrids that embrace culture and creativity.

Similarly, Joyce Lallungawi Hmar, a Manipur-based salon owner, stunned guests in a wedding outfit blending a classic
gown with the puonlaisen of her Hmar tribe. The result: a voluminous, custom look that balanced her personal style with
traditional elegance.

? Textile Meets Tradition: From Jainsems to Mekhelas

Designers like Iba Mallai of Kiniho in Shillong are leading this fusion movement with reimagined jainsems—a classic
Khasi outfit—crafted in luxurious eri silk, dyed naturally and adorned with minimalist motifs. “Some brides choose to
wear jainsems in off-white or ivory instead of pure white,” Mallai notes, highlighting the growing popularity of indigenous
bridal options.

Meanwhile in Nagaland, author and educator Avinuo Kire chose a white mekhela for her wedding—designed by the
label Kintem. The piece included a motif borrowed from her mother’s attire, symbolizing generational continuity. “It felt
like I had a bit of home with me,” she says.



? Fashion Meets Heritage

Hannah Khiangte, another celebrated designer from Mizoram, recalls blending a puan with her own wedding dress. Her
clients often seek unique expressions, though many still lean toward conventional styles. “But once they see what's
possible, they're willing to explore,” she adds.

Khiangte's designs are forward-looking, combining deconstructed weaves with corset blouses, peplum lace, and draped
silhouettes, illustrating that innovation can coexist with preservation.

? What's Next for Northeast Bridal Fashion?

As awareness of sustainable, handcrafted textiles rises, so does the demand for customized bridalwear that honors
one’s roots. Weddings are not only ceremonies—they’re stages for storytelling. And with social media amplifying every
detail, brides are eager to stand out with attire that carries both style and soul.

For the new wave of designers in the Northeast, this fusion of fashion and heritage is not a passing trend—it’s the future.
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